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(57) ABSTRACT

An apparatus is provided, which comprises: a display config-
ured to display an image, a sensor arrangement (100), and a
processing arrangement, wherein the sensor arrangement
comprises first, second and third linear sensor arrays (102,
104,106), each of the linear sensor arrays being disposed
generally orthogonal to each of the other linear sensor arrays
and converging with each of the other linear sensor arrays at
or near one end thereof, and wherein the processing arrange-
ment is configured, in response to determining that two con-
secutive inputs are on different ones of the first and second
linear sensor arrays, to rotate the image displayed on the
display about a first axis, in response to determining that two
consecutive inputs are on different ones of the second and
third sensor arrays, to rotate the image displayed on the dis-
play about a second axis, the second axis being substantially
perpendicular to the first axis, and in response to determining
that two consecutive inputs are on different ones of the first
and third linear sensor arrays, to rotate the image displayed on
the display about a third axis, the third axis being substan-
tially perpendicular to both the first and second axes.
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1
APPARATUS INCLUDING A SENSOR
ARRANGEMENT AND METHODS OF
OPERATING THE SAME

RELATED APPLICATION

This application was originally filed as PCT Application
No. PCT/CN2009/000319 on Mar. 26, 2009, which is incor-
porated herein by reference in its entirety.

FIELD

This specification relates to the field of sensor arrange-
ments.

BACKGROUND

There are many different types of input device for elec-
tronic devices. These include keyboards, keypads, touch
pads, touch sensitive displays, trackwheels and trackballs.

SUMMARY

According to a first aspect, this specification provides an
apparatus comprising a sensor arrangement, and a processing
arrangement, wherein the sensor arrangement comprises first,
second and third linear sensor arrays, each of the linear sensor
arrays being disposed generally orthogonal to each of the
other linear sensor arrays and converging with each of the
other linear sensor arrays at or near one end thereof, and
wherein the processing arrangement is configured, in
response to determining that two consecutive inputs are on
different ones of the first and second linear sensor arrays, to
provide a first output, in response to determining that two
consecutive inputs are on different ones of the second and
third sensor arrays, to provide a second output, and in
response to determining that two consecutive inputs are on
different ones of the first and third linear sensor arrays, to
provide a third output.

According to a second aspect, this specification provides a
method comprising detecting inputs on a sensor arrangement,
the sensor arrangement comprising first, second and third
linear sensor arrays, each of the linear sensor arrays being
disposed generally orthogonal to each of the other linear
sensor arrays and converging with each of the other linear
sensor arrays at or near one end thereof, in response to deter-
mining that two consecutive inputs are on different ones of the
first and second linear sensor arrays, providing a first output,
in response to determining that two consecutive inputs are on
different ones ofthe second and third sensor arrays, providing
a second output and, in response to determining that two
consecutive inputs are on different ones of the first and third
linear sensor arrays, providing a third output.

According to a third aspect, this specification provides an
apparatus comprising a display configured to display an
image, a sensor arrangement, and a processing arrangement,
wherein the sensor arrangement comprises first, second and
third linear sensor arrays, each of the linear sensor arrays
being disposed generally orthogonal to each of the other
linear sensor arrays and converging with each of the other
linear sensor arrays at or near one end thereof, and wherein
the processing arrangement is configured, in response to
determining that two consecutive inputs are on different ones
of'the first and second linear sensor arrays, to rotate the image
displayed on the display about a first axis, in response to
determining that two consecutive inputs are on different ones
of the second and third sensor arrays, to rotate the image
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2

displayed on the display about a second axis, the second axis
being substantially perpendicular to the first axis, and in
response to determining that two consecutive inputs are on
different ones of the first and third linear sensor arrays, to
rotate the image displayed on the display about a third axis,
the third axis being substantially perpendicular to both the
first and second axes.

According to a fourth aspect, this specification provides a
method comprising displaying an image on a display, detect-
ing inputs on a sensor arrangement, the sensor arrangement
comprising first, second and third linear sensor arrays, each of
the linear sensor arrays being disposed generally orthogonal
to each of the other linear sensor arrays and converging with
each of the other linear sensor arrays at or near one end
thereof, in response to determining that two consecutive
inputs are on different ones of the first and second linear
sensor arrays, rotating the image displayed on the display
about a first axis,

in response to determining that two consecutive inputs are
on different ones of the second and third sensor arrays, rotat-
ing the image displayed on the display about a second axis,
the second axis being substantially perpendicular to the first
axis, and in response to determining that two consecutive
inputs are on different ones of the first and third linear sensor
arrays, rotating the image displayed on the display about a
third axis, the third axis being substantially perpendicular to
both the first and second axes.

According to a fifth aspect, this specification provides
apparatus comprising means for detecting inputs on a sensor
arrangement, the sensor arrangement comprising first, second
and third linear sensor arrays, each of the linear sensor arrays
being disposed generally orthogonal to each of the other
linear sensor arrays and converging with each of the other
linear sensor arrays at or near one end thercof, means for
providing a first output in response to determining that two
consecutive inputs are on different ones of the first and second
linear sensor arrays, means for providing a second output in
response to determining that two consecutive inputs are on
different ones of the second and third sensor arrays, and
means for providing a third output in response to determining
that two consecutive inputs are on different ones of the first
and third linear sensor arrays.

According to a sixth aspect, this specification provides
apparatus comprising means for displaying an image, means
for detecting inputs on a sensor arrangement, the sensor
arrangement comprising first, second and third linear sensor
arrays, each of the linear sensor arrays being disposed gener-
ally orthogonal to each of the other linear sensor arrays and
converging with each of the other linear sensor arrays at or
near one end thereof, means for rotating an image displayed
by the display means about a first axis in response to deter-
mining that two consecutive inputs are on different ones of the
first and second linear sensor arrays, means for rotating an
image displayed by the display means about a second axis in
response to determining that two consecutive inputs are on
different ones of the second and third sensor arrays, the sec-
ond axis being substantially perpendicular to the first axis,
and means for rotating an image displayed by the display
means about a third axis in response to determining that two
consecutive inputs are on different ones of the first and third
linear sensor arrays, the third axis being substantially perpen-
dicular to both the first and second axes.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

FIG. 1 is a schematic view of an example of a sensor
arrangement of an input device for an electronic device;
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FIGS. 2A to 2G show a plurality of different gesture types
that may provided to the input device of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a schematic of an example of a processing
arrangement for determining the type of a gesture applied to
the input device of FIG. 1;

FIGS. 4A and 4B show a flow chart of an example of an
operation for determining the type of a gesture applied to the
input device of FIG. 1;

FIG. 5 is a schematic view of an example of a portable
electronic device incorporating the input device of FIG. 1;

FIGS. 6 A to 6G show the input device of FIGS. 1 to 3 being
used to control an exemplary application executed by the
portable electronic device.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF VARIOUS
EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION

FIG. 1 is a schematic view of an example of a sensor
arrangement 100 of an input device 10 for an electronic
device (not shown). The sensor arrangement 100 comprises
three linear sensor arrays: a first linear sensor array 102; a
second linear sensor array 104; and a third linear sensor array
106. Each of the first, second and third linear sensor arrays
102, 104, 106 comprises a plurality of linearly arranged sen-
sors 108. In the exemplary embodiment of FIG. 1, each of the
linear sensor arrays 102, 104, 106 comprises six sensors 108
arranged in a one-dimensional, in this case a 6x1, array.

It will be understood, however, that the linear sensor arrays
102, 104, 106 may contain more or fewer than six sensors
108. Each of the sensors 108 of the linear sensor arrays 102,
104, 106 alternatively may be arranged in a two-dimensional
array, for example an 8x2 array. Each of the linear sensor
arrays alternatively may comprise a continuous linear sensor
array instead of a plurality of discrete sensors.

The sensors 108 may comprise capacitive touch sensors,
resistive touch sensors, acoustic touch sensors, optical touch
sensors or any other type of sensor suitable for detecting an
input on or near an exterior surface of the linear sensor arrays
102, 104, 106. The sensors 108 may be touch sensitive sen-
sors. Alternatively the sensors 108 may detect proximity and
not require contact in order to establish that an input has been
provided by a user. The linear sensor arrays 102, 104, 106 of
the sensor arrangement 100 are configured to detect an input
or inputs on or near an exterior surface of the linear sensor
arrays 102. The input may be due to the presence of a finger,
a stylus or any other suitable device input technique.

The linear sensor arrays 102, 104, 106 of the sensor
arrangement are disposed substantially orthogonal to each
other. Each of the linear sensor arrays 102, 104, 106 is dis-
posed so as to converge at a convergence end with a conver-
gence end o each of the other two linear sensor arrays 102,
104, 106. The linear sensor arrays 102, 104, 106 converge at
a convergence region 110. The ends of the linear sensor arrays
102, 104, 106 that are opposite the convergence ends 110 are
referred to in the following as outer ends.

In FIG. 1, the example input device 10 has the shape of a
generally rectangular cuboid. Each of the linear sensor arrays
102, 104, 106 is disposed on an edge of the input device 10.
The convergence region 110 is located substantially at a ver-
tex of the input device 10. It will be appreciated that the input
device alternatively may have another shape, for example,
cubic, or a curved shape to suit a particular three-dimensional
profile of an electronic device (not shown).

Using the sensor arrangement 100 of FIG. 1, a user is able
easily to provide a number of different gesture types to the
input device using just a single hand. Examples of the various
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4

different gesture types are shown on FIGS. 2A to 2G. The
touch inputs to the linear sensor arrays 102, 104, 106 are
represented by arrows.

FIG. 2A shows the provision of a first gesture type. To
provide the first gesture type a user applies a single non-
dynamic touch input to one of the linear sensor arrays 102,
104, 106, in this example the second linear sensor array 104.
A non-dynamic touch input is a touch input that does not
move along the surface of the linear sensor array to which it is
applied. In other words it is a touch input that applied to only
one location on the sensor arrangement 100. The first gesture
type can be provided to the sensor arrangement in three dif-
ferent ways. These are: a non-dynamic touch input to the first
linear sensor array 102; a non-dynamic touch input to the
second linear sensor array 104; and a non-dynamic touch
input to the third linear sensor array 106.

FIG. 2B shows the provision of a second gesture type. To
provide the second gesture type a user applies a non-dynamic
touch input to two of the linear sensor arrays 102, 104, 106
simultaneously, in this case the first and second linear sensor
arrays 102, 104. The second gesture type can be applied to the
sensor arrangement 100 in three different ways. These are:
simultaneous non-dynamic touch inputs to the first and sec-
ond linear sensor arrays 102, 104; simultaneous non-dynamic
touch inputs to the second and third linear sensor arrays 104,
106; and simultaneous non-dynamic touch inputs to the first
and third linear sensor arrays 102, 106.

FIG. 2C shows the provision of a third gesture type. To
provide the third gesture type a user applies two simultaneous
non-dynamic touch inputs to one of the linear sensor arrays
102, 104, 106, in this case the second linear sensor array 104.
The third gesture type can be provided to the sensor arrange-
ment 100 in three different ways. These are: two simultaneous
non-dynamic touch inputs to the first sensor array 102; two
simultaneous non-dynamic touch inputs to the second linear
sensor array 104; and two simultaneous non-dynamic touch
inputs to the third linear sensor array 106.

FIG. 2D shows the provision of a fourth gesture type. The
fourth gesture type is provided by a user applying a dynamic
input to one of the linear sensor arrays 102, 104, 106. A
dynamic input is where the touch input is moved, or slid, in
one movement along the surface of the sensor arrangement
100. The fourth gesture type can be provided to the sensor
arrangement 100 in six different ways. These are: a dynamic
input applied to the first linear sensor array 102 in a direction
from the outer end towards the convergence end; a dynamic
input applied to the first linear sensor array 102 in a direction
from the convergence end towards the outer end; a dynamic
input applied to the second linear sensor array 104 in a direc-
tion from the outer end towards the convergence end; a
dynamic input applied to the second linear sensor array 104 in
a direction from the convergence end towards the outer end; a
dynamic input to the third linear sensor array 106 in a direc-
tion from the outer end towards the convergence end; and a
dynamic input to the third linear sensor array 106 in a direc-
tion from the convergence end towards the outer end.

FIG. 2E shows the provision of a fifth gesture type. The
fifth gesture type is provided by a user applying a dynamic
input to two of the linear sensor arrays 102, 104, 106 simul-
taneously. The user may provide this input, for example, by
sliding two fingers (or a finger and a thumb) from the outer
ends of two of the linear sensor arrays 102, 104, 106 towards
the sensor convergence region 110. By providing the gesture
to different combinations of linear sensor arrays 102, 104,
106 and/or with different combinations directions of move-
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ment of the dynamic inputs, there are twelve ways in which a
gesture of the fifth gesture type can be provided to the sensor
arrangement 100.

FIG. 2F shows the provision of a sixth gesture type. To
provide the sixth gesture type, a user applies two simulta-
neous dynamic touch inputs to one of the linear sensor arrays
102, 104, 106. The user may provide this gesture type, for
example, by executing a pinching motion using a finger and
thumb on one of the linear sensor arrays 102, 104, 106. By
virtue of there being three linear sensor arrays 102, 104, 106
and two different possible directions of movement of the
dynamic inputs, there are six ways in which the sixth gesture
type can be provided to the sensor arrangement.

FIG. 2G shows the provision of a seventh gesture type. The
seventh gesture type is provided by a user applying a dynamic
input that moves from one linear sensor array 102,104, 106 to
another. Because each of the linear sensor arrays 102, 104,
106 converge at the sensor convergence region 110, the sev-
enth gesture type can be provided in a single motion of the
user’s finger (or stylus). For example, in FIG. 2G, the user’s
fingers starts at the outer end of the second linear sensor array
104, is moved along the second linear sensor array 104,
passes over the sensor convergence region 110, passes along
the first linear sensor array 102, and finishes near the outer end
of the first linear sensor array 102.

There are six different ways in which the seventh gesture
type can be applied to the sensor arrangement 100. These are:
a dynamic touch input moving from the first to the second
linear sensor array; a dynamic touch input moving from the
second to the first linear sensor array; a dynamic touch input
moving from the second to the third linear sensor array; a
dynamic touch input moving from the third to the second
linear sensor array; a dynamic touch input moving from the
firstto the third linear sensor array; and a dynamic touch input
moving from the third to the first linear sensor array.

It will be appreciated that other gesture types may also be
applied to the sensor arrangement using a single hand. For
example, three touch inputs, dynamic, non-dynamic or a
combination of both, may be applied simultaneously to the
three linear sensor arrays 102, 104, 106.

Each of the different ways of providing a particular gesture
type to the sensor arrangement 100 may be termed a gesture
sub-type. Each gesture sub-type results in a different com-
mand being provided at an output. Some, or all, gesture sub-
types may cause an application to which the input device
provides outputs to be controlled in a different way. The ways
in which the application is controlled depends on the specific
nature of the application. The application may be a software
program executed by a processor.

FIG. 3 is a schematic of an example of a processing
arrangement 300 in communication with the sensor arrange-
ment 100 of FIG. 1.

In FIG. 3, each of'the linear sensor arrays 102, 104, 106 is
in communication with measurement circuitry 302. The mea-
surement circuitry 302 is configured to measure outputs of the
linear sensor arrays 102, 104, 106. The provision of a touch
input on or near to a particular sensor 108 of a linear sensor
array causes the output from that sensor to change. The out-
puts from the linear sensor arrays, and the way in which they
change as a result of an applied touch input or touch inputs,
depend on the type of sensors 108 that constitute the linear
sensor arrays 102, 104, 106.

The measurement circuitry 302 passes the measured out-
puts of the linear sensor arrays 102, 104, 106 to a controller
304. The controller is configured to use the measured outputs
of'the linear sensor arrays 102, 104, 106 to determine location
information. The location information specifies a location or
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locations on the linear sensor arrays 102, 104, 106 at which
touch inputs are being applied at a particular time.

The location information is passed, as a location informa-
tion signal, from the controller 304, via an interface circuit
306, to a gesture determination processor 308. The gesture
determination processor may comprise gesture determination
software executed on a processor. The interface circuit 306
may be, for example, an 12C, a UART or an SPlinterface. The
location information signals may be sent from the controller
304 to the gesture determination processor 308 at regular
intervals. In alternative embodiments, the location informa-
tion signal may be a continuous signal, indicating the location
or locations of touch inputs.

The gesture determination processor 308 is configured to
interpret received location information signals from the inter-
face circuitry, and to determine therefrom the type and sub-
type of the gesture being applied to the sensor arrangement
100. Following these determinations, the gesture determina-
tion processor 308 may send a command or control signal,
indicating the gesture type and sub-type to an application
processor 310 on which application software is running and to
which the input device 10 is connected. The command or
control signal may also indicate other parameters of the ges-
ture. Other parameters may include speed of movement of a
dynamic gesture, length oftravel of components of a dynamic
gesture, duration of a non-dynamic gesture etc.

Location information signals may not be sent to the gesture
determination processor 308 when no touch inputs are being
applied to the sensor arrangements. Alternatively, a location
information signal that indicates no location may be sent.

FIGS. 4A and 4B together form FIG. 4, which is a flow
chart depicting an example of an operation of the gesture
determination processor 308 when determining the gesture
type applied to the sensor arrangement 100.

The operation starts in FIG. 4A at step S1. In step S2, the
gesture determination processor 308 determines from the
location information signals if a touch input is incident on the
sensor arrangement 100. If it is determined that a touch input
is incident on the sensor arrangement 100, the operation
proceeds to step S3. If it is determined that a touch input is not
incident, step S2 of the operation is repeated until it is deter-
mined that a touch input is incident on the sensor arrangement
100.

In step S3, the gesture determination processor 308 deter-
mines from the location information signals if only one touch
input is incident on the sensor arrangement 100. If it is deter-
mined that more than one touch input is incident, the opera-
tion proceeds to step S4, which can be seen on FIG. 4B. Step
S4 and the remainder of FIG. 4B will be discussed later in this
specification.

If it is determined that only one touch input is incident, the
operation proceeds to step S5. In step S5, the gesture deter-
mination processor 308 determines, based on the location
information signal, the location on the sensor arrangement
100 on which the touch input is incident. This involves deter-
mining which one or ones ofthe sensors 108 experience a user
input.

Following step S5, the operation proceeds to step S6. In
step S6, the gesture determination processor 308 waits for a
predetermined period of time. The predetermined period of
time may be, for example, 100 ms. Any other suitable time
may be used instead. A suitable time period may be some 10
s of milliseconds, or one or two hundred milliseconds. In
embodiments in which the location information signals com-
prise discrete signals sent at regular intervals, the predeter-
mined time period may correspond to the regular intervals
between location information signals.
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Following step S6, in step S7, the gesture determination
processor 308 determines, based on received location infor-
mation signals, if another touch input is incident on the sensor
arrangement 100. If it is determined that another touch input
is incident on the sensor arrangement 100, the operation
proceeds to step S8, in which the location of the other incident
touch input is determined. A dynamic input results in a
sequence of consecutive touch inputs at different locations. A
sequence of consecutive touch inputs includes two or more
consecutive touch inputs. If no touch input was applied imme-
diately before the start of the sequence of consecutive touch
inputs and immediately after the end of the sequence of touch
inputs, the sequence may be termed a discrete, or bounded,
sequence of consecutive touch inputs.

Touch inputs that are separated in time by the predeter-
mined time period may be termed consecutive touch inputs.
Touch inputs that are separated in time by more than the
predetermined time period—i.e. where there is a removal of
the user input for a period of time—may be termed non-
consecutive touch inputs.

Following step S8, in step S9, it is determined if the loca-
tions of the consecutive touch inputs are on the same one of
the linear sensor arrays 102, 104, 106. If it is determined that
consecutive touch inputs were on the same one of the linear
sensor arrays 102, 104, 106, the operation returns to step S6.
The operation continues to repeat steps S6, S7, S8 and S9
until, in step S7, it is determined that another touch input is
not detected.

If it is determined that consecutive touch inputs were inci-
dent on different ones of the linear sensor arrays 102, 104,
106, the operation proceeds to step S10.

The gesture determination processor 308 is configured to
recognise that consecutive touch inputs that are applied to
different ones of the linear sensor arrays 102, 104, 106 con-
stitute part of a provision by a user of the seventh gesture type
(for example, a dynamic touch input moving from the second
to the first of the linear sensor arrays 102, 104, 106, as in FI1G.
2G). In step S10, the gesture determination processor 308
determines the gesture sub-type and transmits a correspond-
ing command or control signal to a connected application.
The gesture sub-type may be determined by determining the
identities of the two linear sensor arrays 102, 104, 106 to
which the consecutive touch inputs were applied, and also by
determining which of the identified linear sensor arrays 102,
104, 106 was provided with the first one of the consecutive
touch inputs.

If at step S7 it is determined that another touch input is not
incident on the sensor arrangement 100, the operation pro-
ceeds to step S11. In step S11, it is determined if consecu-
tively detected touch inputs preceded the detection of no
touch input. If it is determined that the consecutively detected
touch inputs did not precede the detection of no touch input,
in other words—if it is determined that only one touch input
was detected prior to the detection of no touch input, the
operation proceeds to step S12.

The gesture determination processor 308 is configured to
recognise that a single touch input followed by no detection of
an input constitutes part of a provision by a user of the first
gesture type (a non-dynamic touch input to one of the linear
sensor arrays 102, 104, 106—see FIG. 2A). In step S12, the
gesture determination processor 308 determines which sub-
type of the first gesture type has been provided, and transmits
a corresponding command or control signal to the connected
application. The sub-type of the first gesture type may be
determined by identifying the linear sensor array to which the
first gesture type was provided, and optionally also the loca-
tion on that sensor array.
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If, in step S11, it is determined that consecutively detected
touch inputs did precede the detection of no touch input, the
operation proceeds to step S13. In step S13, it is determined
whether the detected consecutive touch inputs were incident
on the same location. If it is determined that the detected
consecutive touch inputs were indeed incident on the same
location of the linear sensor array, the operation proceeds to
step S12. If it is determined that the detected consecutive
touch inputs were not incident on the same location, in other
words, that the consecutive touch inputs were incident on
different locations of the linear sensor array 102, 104, 106 the
operation proceeds to step S14.

The gesture determination processor 308 is configured to
recognise that consecutive touch inputs applied to different
locations on the same linear sensor array constitutes part of a
provision by a user of the fourth gesture type (a dynamic
touch input along one of the linear sensor arrays 102, 104,
106—see FIG. 2D). As such, in step S14, the gesture deter-
mination processor 308 determines which sub-type of the
fourth gesture type has been provided, and transmits a corre-
sponding command or control signal to the connected appli-
cation. The sub-type of the fourth gesture type may be deter-
mined by identifying the linear sensor array to which the
gesture was provided and also the direction of movement of
the dynamic touch input. The command or control signal may
indicate also the speed of the gesture and/or the length of the
sensor array covered by the gesture.

Returning now to step S3, if two or more touch inputs are
detected simultaneously, the operation proceeds to step S4,
which can be seen on FIG. 4B.

In step S4, the locations of the simultaneous touch inputs
are determined. Following step S4, in step S15, it is deter-
mined whether the two simultaneous touch inputs were inci-
dent on the same linear sensor array. If it determined that the
two simultaneous touch inputs were incident on the same
linear sensor array, the method proceeds to step S16.

In step S16, gesture determination processor 308 waits for
apredetermined period of time. The predetermined period of
time may be, for example, 100 ms. In embodiments in which
the location information signals comprise discrete signals
sent at regular intervals, the predetermined time period may
correspond to the regular intervals between location informa-
tion signals.

Following step S16, in step S17, the gesture determination
processor 308 determines if another two simultaneous touch
inputs are incident on the sensor arrangement 100. If it is
determined that another two touch input are incident on the
sensor arrangement 100, the operation proceeds to step S18,
in which the locations of the incident simultaneous touch
inputs are determined.

Following step S18, the operation returns to step S16. The
operation continues to repeat steps S16, S17 and S18 until, in
step S17, it is determined that another two simultaneous touch
inputs are not detected.

Following the determination, in step S17, that another two
simultaneous touch inputs are not detected, the operation
proceeds to step S19. In step S19, it is determined if the
detection of no simultaneous touch inputs was preceded by
the detection of consecutive pairs of simultaneous touch
inputs. If it is determined that the detection of no simulta-
neous touch inputs was not preceded by the detection of
consecutive pairs of simultaneous touch inputs, in other
words, the detection of no simultaneous touch inputs was
preceded by only one pair of simultaneous touch inputs, the
operation proceeds to step S20.

The gesture determination processor 308 is configured to
recognise that a single pair of simultaneous touch inputs



US 9,274,621 B2

9

applied to the same sensor array constitutes a provision by a
user of the third gesture type (a two simultaneous non-dy-
namic touch inputs applied to one of the linear sensor arrays
102,104,106—see F1G. 2C). As such, in step S20, the gesture
determination processor 308 determines which sub-type of
the third gesture type has been provided, and transmits a
corresponding command or control signal to the connected
application. The sub-type of the third gesture type may be
determined by identifying the linear sensor array to which the
touch inputs were provided. The command or control signal
may indicate also the locations on the sensor arrays of the
touch inputs.

If, in step S19, it is determined that the detection of no
simultaneous touch inputs was preceded by the detection of
consecutive pairs of simultaneous touch inputs, the operation
proceeds to step S21.

In step S21, it is determined if any of the consecutive pairs
of'simultaneous touch inputs that preceded the detection ofno
touch input were incident on different locations of the linear
sensor array. If it is determined that all pairs of simultaneous
touch inputs that preceded the detection of no touch input
were incident on the same respective locations of the linear
sensor array, the operations proceeds to step S20.

If, in step S21, it is determined that the consecutive pairs of
simultaneous touch inputs that preceded the detection of no
touch input were incident on different locations of the linear
sensor array, in other words that the simultaneous touch
inputs were dynamic, the operation proceeds to step S22.

The gesture determination processor 308 is configured to
recognise that simultaneous dynamic touch inputs applied to
the same sensor array constitutes a provision by a user of the
sixth gesture type (see FIG. 2F). As such, in step S22, the
gesture determination processor 308 determines which sub-
type of the sixth gesture type has been provided, and transmits
a corresponding command or control signal to the connected
application. The sub-type of the sixth gesture type may be
determined by identifying the linear sensor array to which the
touch inputs were provided, and the directions of movement
of the dynamic touch inputs. The command or control signal
may also indicate the speed of movement or either or both of
the touch inputs and/or the extent of travel of either or both of
the touch inputs.

Returning now to step S15, if it is determined that the two
simultaneous touch inputs are incident of different ones of the
linear sensor array, the operation proceeds to step S23.

In step S23, the gesture determination processor 308 waits
for a predetermined period of time. The predetermined period
of time may be, for example, 100 ms. In embodiments in
which the location information signals comprise discrete sig-
nals sent at regular intervals, the predetermined time period
may correspond to the regular intervals between location
information signals.

Following step S23, in step S24, the gesture determination
processor 308 determines if another two simultaneous touch
inputs are incident on the sensor arrangement 100. If it is
determined that another two simultaneous touch inputs are
incident on the sensor arrangement 100, the operation pro-
ceeds to step S25, in which the locations of the incident
simultaneous touch inputs are determined.

Following step S25, the operation returns to step S23. The
operation continues to repeat steps S23, S24 and S25 until, in
step S24, it is determined that another two simultaneous touch
inputs are not detected.

Following the determination, in step S24, that another two
simultaneous touch inputs are not detected, the operation
proceeds to step S26. In step S26, it is determined if the
detection of no simultaneous touch inputs was preceded by
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the detection of consecutive pairs of simultaneous touch
inputs. If it is determined that the detection of no simulta-
neous touch inputs was not preceded by the detection of
consecutive pairs of simultaneous touch inputs, in other
words, the detection of no simultaneous touch inputs was
preceded by only one pair of simultaneous touch inputs, the
operation proceeds to step S27.

The gesture determination processor 308 is configured to
recognise that a single pair of simultaneous touch inputs
applied to the different linear sensor arrays constitutes a pro-
vision by a user of the second gesture type (two simultaneous
non-dynamic touch inputs applied to different ones of the
linear sensor arrays 102, 104, 106 see FIG. 2B). As such, in
step S27, the gesture determination processor 308 determines
which sub-type of the second gesture type has been provided
by the user, and transmits a corresponding command or con-
trol signal to the connected application. The sub-type of the
second gesture type may be determined by identifying the
linear sensor arrays to which the touch inputs were provided.
The command or control signal may indicate the locations at
which the touch inputs were provided on one or both of the
sensor arrays.

If in step S26 it is determined that the detection of no
simultaneous touch inputs was preceded by the detection of
consecutive pairs of simultaneous touch inputs, the operation
proceeds to step S28.

In step S28 it is determined whether any of the consecutive
pairs of simultaneous touch inputs, that preceded the detec-
tion of no touch input, were incident on different locations of
their respective linear sensor arrays. If it is determined that all
pairs of simultaneous touch inputs that preceded the detection
of no touch input were incident on the same locations of their
respective linear sensor array, the operation proceeds to step
S27.

If in step S28 it is determined that the consecutive pairs of
simultaneous touch inputs that preceded the detection of no
touch input were incident on different locations of the linear
sensor array, in other words that the simultaneous touch
inputs were dynamic, the operation proceeds to step S29.

The gesture determination processor 308 is configured to
recognise that simultaneous dynamic touch inputs applied to
different sensor arrays constitutes a provision by a user of the
fifth gesture type (see FIG. 2E). As such, in step S29, the
gesture determination processor 308 determines which sub-
type of the fifth gesture type has been provided, and transmits
a corresponding command or control signal to the connected
application. The sub-type of the fifth gesture type may be
determined by identifying the combination of linear sensor
arrays to which the touch inputs were provided, and the direc-
tions of movement of the dynamic touch inputs. The com-
mand or control signal may indicate also the speed of move-
ment of either or both user input and/or the extent of travel of
either or both user input.

The input device described above with reference to FIGS.
1 to 4 may constitute a separate device that may be connected,
via a suitable physical interface, to another electronic device.
As such, the gesture determination processor 308 may trans-
mit signals, via the physical interface, to control an applica-
tion running on the electronic device.

Alternatively, the hardware arrangement of the input
device 10 comprising the sensor arrangement 100, the mea-
surement circuitry 302 and the controller 304 may be located
in the input device, and the gesture determination processor
308 may be located in the electronic device which runs the
applications.

In other alternative embodiments, the input device is physi-
cally integrated with an electronic device. The electronic
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device may be a portable electronic device such as a mobile
telephone, a personal digital assistant, an MP3 player or a
navigation device, for instance incorporating a GPS receiver.
FIG. 5 is a schematic view of the components of a portable
electronic device 50 including the input device 100, 300
described above.

The portable electronic device 50 comprises the sensor
arrangement 100, the measurement circuitry 302, the control-
ler 304, the gesture determination processor 308, the appli-
cation processor 310 for running the application to be con-
trolled via input device, a display 504, a keypad 506, a
transceiver 508, a loudspeaker 510. It will be appreciated that
the portable electronic device may also include components
that are not shown, such as an antenna, a power supply, a
microphone etc.

In alternative embodiments, the application processor 310
and the gesture determination processor 308 may be consti-
tuted by a single processor.

FIGS. 6A to 6G show an example of the input device 100
being used to control an application being executed on the
portable electronic device 50. In this example, the application
enables the manipulation of images and objects displayed on
the display screen 504.

FIG. 6 A shows how a dynamic touch input applied to the
first linear sensor array 102 (a fourth gesture type) may be
used to translate an object 602 displayed on the screen. The
direction of translation of the object 602 is the same as the
direction of movement of the dynamic input. In FIG. 1 and
FIGS. 6A to 6G, the first linear sensor array 102 is disposed
horizontally parallel to the width of the display screen. As
such, dependent on the direction of movement, a dynamic
input applied to the first linear sensor array 102 may be used
to translate the object 602 displayed on the screen in either
direction parallel to the width of the display screen, i.e. left or
right.

In FIG. 6B, a dynamic touch input is applied to the second
linear sensor array 104. In the embodiments described with
reference to the figures, the second linear sensor array 104 is
disposed vertically, parallel to the height of display screen
504. As such, dependent on the direction of movement, a
dynamic input applied to the second linear sensor array 104
may be used to translate the object 602 displayed on the
display screen 504 in either direction parallel to the height of
the display screen, i.e. up or down. In FIG. 6B, a dynamic
touch input being applied in a downwards direction causes the
displayed object 602 to be translated also in a downwards
direction.

In FIG. 6C, a dynamic touch input is applied to the third
linear sensor array 106. In the embodiments described with
reference to the figures, the third linear sensor array 106 is
disposed horizontally, perpendicular to the surface of the
display screen 504. As such, dependent on the direction of
movement, a dynamic input applied to the second linear sen-
sor array 104 may be used to make the object 602 appear such
that it is moving in either direction perpendicular to the sur-
face of the display screen 504, i.e. backwards or forwards. In
FIG. 6B, a dynamic touch input being applied towards the
user causes the displayed object also to be moved towards the
user. Because the display screen is actually two-dimensional,
not three-dimensional, the act of moving the object 602
towards the user may comprise zooming into, or magnifying,
the object 602. Conversely, zooming out may involve making
the object 602 smaller in size.

Due to the orthogonal relationship between each of the
linear sensor arrays 102, 104, 106, when a dynamic touch
input moving from a first to a second of the linear sensor
arrays 102, 104, 106, (i.e. the seventh gesture type) is applied,
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the direction of movement of the touch input, in effect, rotates
about an axis parallel to the third of the linear sensor arrays
102, 104, 106. According to various embodiments, in
response to receiving a command or control signal indicating
that a gesture of the seventh type is incident on the sensor
arrangement 100, the application rotates the object 602 about
an axis parallel to the linear sensor arrays to which the
dynamic touch input was not applied. Because the movement
of'the object on the screen reflects the movement of the user’s
finger, this can provide the user with an improved user expe-
rience. Furthermore, the configuration of the sensor arrange-
ment 100 allows the user to provide inputs to rotate the object
both clockwise and anticlockwise in three dimensions.

In FIG. 6D, a dynamic touch input moving from the first
linear sensor array 102 to the third linear sensor array 106 is
applied to the sensor arrangement 100. This causes the object
602 to be rotated anticlockwise about an axis parallel to the
longitudinal length second linear sensor array 104, which is
parallel to the length of the display screen 504. It will be
appreciated that provision of a dynamic touch input moving
from the third linear sensor array 106 to the first linear sensor
array 102, i.e. in the opposite direction, may cause the object
to be rotated in a clockwise direction about the same axis.

In FIG. 6E, a dynamic touch input moving from the first
linear sensor array 102 to the second linear sensor array 104
is applied to the sensor arrangement 100. This causes the
object 602 to be rotated clockwise about an axis parallel to the
longitudinal length of the third linear sensor array 106, which
is perpendicular to the surface of the display screen 504. It
will be appreciated that provision of a dynamic touch input
moving from the second linear sensor array 104 to the first
linear sensor array 102 may cause the object to be rotated in
an anticlockwise direction about the same axis.

In FIG. 6F, a dynamic touch input moving from the second
linear sensor array 104 to the third linear sensor array 106 is
applied to the sensor arrangement 100. This causes the object
602 to be rotated clockwise about an axis parallel to the
longitudinal length of the first linear sensor array 102, which
his parallel to the length of the display screen 504. It will be
appreciated that provision of a dynamic touch input moving
from the third linear sensor array 106 to the second linear
sensor array 104 may cause the object to be rotated in an
anticlockwise direction about the same axis.

FIGS. 6A to 6F show how the input device 10 may be used
to simulate to a user the ability to control an object displayed
on a display screen with six degrees of freedom. Six degrees
of freedom (6 DoF) refers to motion of a body in three-
dimensional space, namely the ability to move forward/back-
ward, up/down, left/right (i.e. translation in three perpendicu-
lar axes) combined with rotation about three perpendicular
axes (i.e. roll, yaw, pitch). Furthermore, the gestures required
to cause the required motion, reflect the motion of the object.
As such, a user may feel an improved causal connection
between the gesture they make and the action of the object on
the display screen.

InFIG. 6G a gesture of the sixth gesture type is provided to
the second linear sensor array 104. In this case, the gesture is
a pinching motion. This causes the object on the screen to be
scaled down in only one dimension. The one dimension in this
case is parallel to the second linear sensor array 104. The
action of reducing the distance between the user’s finger and
thumb causes the size of the object in only one dimension to
be reduced. It will be appreciated that a gesture in which the
distance between a user’s finger and thumb is increased may
cause the size of the object in one dimension to be increased.
It will also be understood that provision of the sixth gesture
type to the first linear sensor array 102 may cause the scaling
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up or scaling down of the object 602 in the dimension parallel
to the first linear sensor array 102.

The other gesture types described above may also be used
to control the appearance of the object 602 on the display.

The input device 10 is also configured to determine the
speed and magnitude of the gestures provided to the sensor
arrangement. The magnitude of a dynamic input may be
determined by calculating the length of the sensor arrange-
ment 100 along which a finger is moved during the dynamic
input. This may involve a comparison of start and end loca-
tions. The speed of the dynamic input may be determined by
dividing the above length by the time taken for the finger to
travel that length, or it may be calculated in some other way.

It will be understood that the input device 100 is of par-
ticular use for manipulating three dimensional images dis-
played on the display screen. However, it will be appreciated
also that the input device is useful in any application in which
objects or images may be moved around, or manipulated on,
the display screen. Such applications include, but are not
limited to, internet browsers, navigation applications, such as
routing and mapping software (GPS- or non-GPS-based),
computer games and photo-viewers. Instead of moving an
object on the display, the input device 10 may be used to
control a viewpoint. For instance, controlling the display to
show the view through a camera viewfinder, the input device
10 may control the location and orientation of the camera in
its environment. Different gestures may result in movement
of the camera within the environment, control the orientation,
and/or control the zoom level. Such may be particularly use-
ful in gaming applications.

The input device may also be used to control other appli-
cations such as music players. For example, the first gesture
type may be used to change songs, the seventh gesture type
may be used to change the volume, and the fourth gesture type
may be used to fast forward or rewind through songs.

In the above Figures, the electronic device 50 is shown to
incorporate one sensor arrangement 100. According to some
example embodiments of the invention, the electronic device
50 may instead include two or more sensor arrangements 100.
For example, the electronic device 50 may include two sensor
arrangements 100, one disposed at either side of the display
screen 504, or four sensor arrangements 100, one disposed
substantially at each corner of the display screen 504. Such
embodiments may facilitate improved game playing as the
user can use both hands to control the game, and thus has a
greater range of different inputs at their disposal. Also, in
alternative example embodiments, the sensor arrangement
100 or arrangements may be located towards the rear of the
electronic device 50 away from the display screen 504. In
such embodiments, the convergence region or regions 110
may be located substantially at an upper vertex or vertices of
the rear surface of the device 50.

It should be realised that the foregoing embodiments
should not be construed as limiting. Other variations and
modifications will be apparent to persons skilled in the art
upon reading the present application. Moreover, the disclo-
sure of the present application should be understood to
include any novel features or any novel combination of fea-
tures either explicitly or implicitly disclosed herein or any
generalisation thereof and during the prosecution of the
present application or of any application derived therefrom,
new claims may be formulated to cover any such features
and/or combination of such features.

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus, comprising:

one or more processors; and

one or more memories including computer program code,
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the one or more memories and the computer program code
configured to, with the one or more processors, cause the
apparatus to perform at least the following:

detect inputs on a sensor arrangement, the sensor arrange-

ment comprising first, second and third linear sensor
arrays, each of the linear sensor arrays being disposed
generally orthogonal to each of the other linear sensor
arrays and converging with each of the other linear sen-
sor arrays at or near one end thereof, wherein the first,
second and third linear sensor arrays each detect input
corresponding to a respective axis in three dimensional
space, wherein the sensor arrangement includes the first
linear sensor array disposed along a length portion of a
first edge of a housing of a mobile communication
device, the first edge being along a length of the housing
and the length portion starting at a corner of the housing
and extending along a part of the length, the second
linear sensor array disposed along a width portion of a
second edge of the housing, the second edge being along
a width of the housing and the width portion starting at
the corner of the housing and extending along a part of
the width, and the third linear sensor array disposed
along a depth portion of a third edge of the housing, the
third edge being along a depth of the housing and the
depth portion starting at the corner of the housing, and
wherein the depth is shorter than the length and the width
and the ratio of the depth portion to the depth is greater
than the ratio of the length portion to the length and is
greater than the ratio of the width portion to the width,
and wherein a respective end of each linear sensor array
is disposed at the corner of the housing where the first,
second and third linear sensor arrays intersect;

provide a first output in response to determining that two

consecutive inputs are on different ones of the first and
second linear sensor arrays;

provide a second output in response to determining that

two consecutive inputs are on different ones of the sec-
ond and third sensor arrays; and

provide a third output in response to determining that two

consecutive inputs are on different ones of the first and
third linear sensor arrays.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the first output is
dependent on an order of a sequence of the consecutive inputs
on the different ones of the first and second linear sensor
arrays, the second output is dependent on an order of a
sequence of the consecutive inputs on the different ones of the
second and third linear sensor arrays, and the third output is
dependent on an order of a sequence of the consecutive inputs
on the different ones of the first and third linear sensor arrays.

3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the at least one pro-
cessor is further configured under the control of software to
provide a fourth output in response to determining that at least
two consecutive inputs of a discrete sequence of consecutive
inputs on one of the linear sensor arrays are on different
locations.

4. The apparatus of claim 3, wherein the fourth output is
dependent on an order of a sequence of the at least two
consecutive inputs on the different locations.

5. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the at least one pro-
cessor is further configured under the control of software to
provide a fifth output in response to determining there to be a
difference in separation between first and second inputs on
one of the linear sensor arrays between first and second con-
secutive pairs of simultaneous inputs.

6. The apparatus of any claim 1 wherein the at least one
processor is configured to execute an application, wherein the
application is configured to be controlled by the outputs.
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7. The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising a display,
wherein the at least one processor is configured to cause an
image displayed on the display to be manipulated based on
the outputs.

8. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a display
configured to display an image, wherein the at least one
processor is configured under the control of software:

to rotate an image displayed by the display about a first axis

in response to provision of the first output;

to rotate an image displayed by the display about a second

axis in response to provision of the second output; and
to rotate an image displayed by the display about a third
axis in response to provision of the third output.

9. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the apparatus is a
portable electronic device.

10. A method comprising:

detecting inputs on a sensor arrangement, the sensor

arrangement comprising first, second and third linear
sensor arrays, each of the linear sensor arrays being
disposed generally orthogonal to each of the other linear
sensor arrays and converging with each of the other
linear sensor arrays at or near one end thereof, wherein
the first, second and third linear sensor arrays each detect
input corresponding to a respective axis in three dimen-
sional space, wherein the sensor arrangement includes
the first linear sensor array disposed along a length por-
tion of a first edge of a housing of a mobile communi-
cation device, the first edge being along a length of the
housing and the length portion starting at a corner of the
housing and extending along a part of the length, the
second linear sensor array disposed along a width por-
tion of a second edge of the housing, the second edge
being along a width of the housing and the width portion
starting at the corner of the housing and extending along
a part of the width, and the third linear sensor array
disposed along a depth portion of a third edge of the
housing, the third edge being along a depth of the hous-
ing and the depth portion starting at the corner of the
housing, and wherein the depth is shorter than the length
and the width and the ratio of the depth portion to the
depth is greater than the ratio of the length portion to the
length and is greater than the ratio of the width portion to
the width, and wherein a respective end of each linear
sensor array is disposed at the corner of the housing
where the first, second and third linear sensor arrays
intersect;

in response to determining that two consecutive inputs are

on different ones of the first and second linear sensor
arrays, providing a first output;

in response to determining that two consecutive inputs are

on different ones of the second and third sensor arrays,
providing a second output; and

in response to determining that two consecutive inputs are

on different ones of the first and third linear sensor
arrays, providing a third output.

11. The method of claim 10, further comprising providing
a fourth output in response to determining that at least two
consecutive inputs of a discrete sequence of consecutive
inputs on one of the linear sensor arrays are on different
locations.

12. The method of claim 10, further comprising providing
a fifth output in response to determining there to be a differ-
ence in separation between first and second inputs on one of
the linear sensor arrays between first and second consecutive
pairs of simultaneous inputs.
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13. The method of claim 10, comprising:

displaying an image on a display;

in response to provision of the first output, rotating the

image displayed on the display about a first axis;

in response to provision of the second output, rotating the

image displayed on the display about a second axis, the
second axis being substantially perpendicular to the first
axis; and

in response to provision of the third output, rotating the

image displayed on the display about a third axis, the
third axis being substantially perpendicular to both the
first and second axes.

14. The method of claim 13, further comprising:

in response to determining that at least two consecutive

inputs of a discrete sequence of consecutive inputs on
one of the linear sensor arrays are on different locations,
translating the image displayed on the display an axis
substantially parallel to the longitudinal axis of the one
of the linear sensor arrays.

15. The method of claim 13, further comprising in response
to determining there to be a difference in separation between
inputs on one of the linear sensor arrays of between first and
second consecutive pairs of simultaneous inputs, resizing the
image in one dimension, the one dimension being substan-
tially parallel to the longitudinal axis of the one of the linear
sensor arrays.

16. An apparatus, comprising:

a display configured to display an image;

a sensor arrangement; and

a processing arrangement;
wherein the sensor arrangement comprises first, second and
third linear sensor arrays, each of the linear sensor arrays
being disposed generally orthogonal to each of the other
linear sensor arrays and converging with each of the other
linear sensor arrays at or near one end thereof, wherein the
first, second and third linear sensor arrays each detect input
corresponding to a respective axis in three dimensional space,
wherein the sensor arrangement includes the first linear sen-
sor array disposed along a length portion of a first edge of a
housing of a mobile communication device, the first edge
being along a length of the housing and the length portion
starting at a corner of the housing and extending along a part
of'the length, the second linear sensor array disposed along a
width portion of a second edge of the housing, the second
edge being along a width of the housing and the width portion
starting at the corner of the housing and extending along a part
of the width, and the third linear sensor array disposed along
a depth portion of a third edge of the housing, the third edge
being along a depth of the housing and the depth portion
starting at the corner of the housing, and wherein the depth is
shorter than the length and the width and the ratio of the depth
portion to the depth is greater than the ratio of the length
portion to the length and is greater than the ratio of the width
portion to the width, and wherein a respective end of each
linear sensor array is disposed at the corner of the housing
where the first, second and third linear sensor arrays intersect;
and
wherein the processing arrangement is configured under the
control of software:

in response to determining that two consecutive inputs are

on different ones of the first and second linear sensor
arrays, to rotate the image displayed on the display about
a first axis;

in response to determining that two consecutive inputs are

on different ones ofthe second and third sensor arrays, to
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rotate the image displayed on the display about a second
axis, the second axis being substantially perpendicular
to the first axis; and

in response to determining that two consecutive inputs are
on different ones of the first and third linear sensor 5
arrays, to rotate the image displayed on the display about
a third axis, the third axis being substantially perpen-
dicular to both the first and second axes.

#* #* #* #* #*



